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quet, so that he surpassed M. Dambreuse in his dis-
play of violence.
The banker had a special antipathy to Lamartine
(for having supported Ledru-Rollm) and, at the same
time, to Pierre Leroux, Proudhon, Consid6rant,
Lamennais, and all the cranks, all the Socialists.
"For, in fact, what is it they want? The duty on
meat and arrest for debt have been abolished. Now
the project of a bank for mortgages is under consid-
eration; the other day it was a national bank; and
here are five millions in the Budget for the working-
men! But luckily, it is over, thanks to Monsieur de
Falloux! Good-bye to them! let them go!"
In fact, not knowing how to maintain the three
hundred thousand men in the national workshops,
the Minister of Public Works had that very day signed
an order inviting all citizens between the ages of
eighteen and twenty to take service as soldiers, or else
to start for the provinces to cultivate the ground there.
They were indignant at the alternative thus put
before them, convinced that the object was to destroy
the Republic. They were aggrieved by the thought
of having to live at a distance from the capital, as if
it were a kind of exile. They saw themselves dying
of fevers in desolate parts of the country. To many
of them, moreover, who had been accustomed to
work of a refined description, agriculture seemed a
degradation; it was, in short, a mockery, a decisive
breach of all the promises which had been made to
them. If they offered any resistance, force would be
employed against them. They had no doubt of it,
and made preparations to anticipate it.
About nine o'clock the riotous assemblies which
had formed at the Bastille and at the Chatelet ebbed